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Abstract

This study examines the position and role of the Iranian Engineers’ Association within
Iran’s modern sociopolitical context through a historical-analytical approach. It seeks to trace the
transformation of the Association from a professional body primarily concerned with technical
affairs into an influential actor in the exercise of state power and the formulation of national
development policies. The central hypothesis is that the Association functioned as an institutional
embodiment of technocracy in Iran, mobilizing modern technical knowledge and drawing on
Western models of civil organization to reshape relations between technical elites and the state.
The findings demonstrate that, despite its persistent efforts to preserve professional autonomy and
remain insulated from partisan conflicts, the Association’s engagement with Iran’s modernization
process inevitably extended beyond the technical sphere into political and administrative affairs.
In response to the tensions between professional identity and political involvement, the
Association pursued a strategy of organizational separation by establishing the Iran Party. This
arrangement was intended to protect its technical and professional standing from the risks of direct
political engagement while maintaining and consolidating its managerial influence within the state
bureaucracy. The study thus highlights the complex relationship between professional
associations, technocratic expertise, and political power in the formation of modern Iran.
Methodologically, the research employs documentary analysis within a descriptive-analytical
framework. Its primary sources include classified police archives, specialized periodicals, and
memoirs of individuals directly involved in the Association’s activities. By critically examining
these materials, the study elucidates the institutional mechanisms through which technical
expertise was translated into administrative authority and political influence, contributing to a
deeper understanding of the role of professional elites in Iran’s modernization and state-building
processes.

Keywords: Iranian Engineers' Association, Technocracy, Symbolic Capital, Iran Party,
San‘at (Industry) Magazine, Technical Elites, Pahlavi Era.
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