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Abstract

In late 1799 (1214 AH), Captain John Malcolm was commissioned to travel to the Persian court
as the East India Company’s first envoy and diplomatic representative of the Governor-General of
British India. During this mission, Malcolm produced a report that became an important source for
formulating Britain’s political and commercial relations with Iran and shaping the East India
Company’s policy toward the Persian Gulf in the first decade of the nineteenth century. Beyond
its historical significance, the report, based on Malcolm’s field research, constitutes an
administrative document that illuminates the objectives of the mission, methods of information
gathering, and reporting practices of a British East India Company agent. This study examines
how the report constructs representations of Iran, the Persian Gulf, European rivals, and the East
India Company through its vocabulary, argumentative structure, portrayal of actors, modality,
organization of information, and engagement with political and commercial discourses. Norman
Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis framework—encompassing textual description,
interpretation of discursive practice, and explanation of social practice—is employed to analyze
these dimensions. The findings demonstrate that Malcolm’s report transcends the description of
commercial conditions by transforming information into argumentation and, ultimately, policy
recommendations, thereby participating in the production of authoritative knowledge about the
region. Iran is frequently represented as dependent on the quality of individual rule, whereas the
East India Company is constructed as an actor endowed with organizational, maritime, and
commercial capabilities and the potential to extend its regional influence. Through direct
observation, commercial data, and references to earlier sources, the report establishes an ostensibly
rational and expert foundation for its recommendations. The study concludes that Malcolm’s report
functions simultaneously as an administrative record and a strategic discursive act.

Keywords: John Malcolm, British East India Company (EIC), Persian Gulf, Document-
based Study, Fairclough’s Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA).
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