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Abstract

The earliest efforts to promote the Shahnameh can be traced back to the time of its
completion. Throughout history, these efforts were not always grassroots in nature; indeed,
certain periods witnessed the active involvement of governments in promoting the epic.
Although the primary and ostensible aim of these governments was to popularize the
Shahnameh, they also pursued other objectives that served the interests of the ruling
establishment. The Pahlavi government is one example of a regime that viewed the
promotion of the Shahnameh as a beneficial endeavor. Its efforts were not limited to merely
popularizing the epic among the public; through a long-term strategy, the government also
sought to achieve certain secondary objectives. Ultimately, these efforts to promote the
Shahnameh—regardless of any ulterior motives—established the work as an enduring
legacy within society, finding a place among both the general public and literary circles
and garnering widespread public acclaim. However, efforts driven by secondary objectives
met with public receptiveness in only a few areas; despite incurring exorbitant costs, they
failed to yield the returns anticipated by the ruling establishment, influencing only that
segment of society already devoted—or sometimes even subservient—to the Shah.
Employing a library-based research methodology and drawing upon extant documents, this
article analyzes the Pahlavi government’s various motivations and strategies for promoting
the Shahnameh, as well as the efficacy of these efforts in realizing both primary and
secondary goals. The study concludes that the Shahnameh encompasses diverse
dimensions, and that certain governments have sought to capitalize on the potential
inherent in these facets. These efforts were aimed at promoting the Shahnameh and serving
the interests of the ruling regimes; given the work's popularity and the perceived need to
disseminate it, its literary dimension garnered greater public reception than other areas.
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