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Abstract

Historical urban maps constitute documentary evidence whose value cannot be assessed
solely through their graphic representation of urban space. Their interpretation requires critical
examination of provenance, authenticity, informational reliability, and official status. This article
examines the 1930 Plan de la Ville Téhéran (“New Map of Tehran”), attributed to Frangois de
Romeiser, by comparing its content with documentary evidence concerning the activities and
officially approved plans of Tehran Municipality in 1309 and 1310 SH (1930-1931). The study
draws on the map’s catalogue record and digital copy in the David Rumsey Historical Map
Collection, a map attributed to 1308 SH, three leaves of archival correspondence from file
70303/310 preserved in five digital images, two municipal notices published in Ettela’at, the
proceedings of the seventh term of the National Consultative Assembly, the Municipal Law and
its regulations, and the Second Statistical Yearbook of Tehran, 1310 SH. Employing internal and
external documentary criticism and systematic cross-source comparison, the analysis distinguishes
direct evidence, independent corroboration, inference, and unsupported claims. The evidence
demonstrates that street construction, the extension of thoroughfares, budgetary allocations, and
property acquisition were already part of the Municipality’s official activities before and during
the map’s publication. The depiction of new or widened streets therefore cannot, in itself, establish
their attribution to Romeiser. In 1309 SH, however, the Municipality explicitly rejected the map
as inconsistent with the actual city map and its municipal project; in 1310 SH, it reiterated this
position while asserting its legal authority over the city map and streets. The study concludes that
the central issue was not urban development itself, but the correspondence between the published
map and the programme authorized by the Municipality. From a diplomatic perspective, the case
demonstrates the need to distinguish attribution, authenticity, informational reliability, and official
authorization when evaluating historical cartographic documents.

Keywords: : New Map of Tehran; Tehran Municipality; Francois de Romeiser; archival records;
diplomatic.
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