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Abstract

One of the important aspects in the study of traditional markets in the Qajar period is related
to the issue of the continuity of political-economic relations and religious relations. The present
study aims to investigate and explain the role of the endowment institution in organizing economic
affairs and physical development of one of the oldest commercial centers of the Tehran market in
the Qajar period - the Shah's Caravanserai - and to analyze the logic governing it. The endowment
institution, as one of the most important mechanisms for organizing economic, religious, and social
affairs in Qajar Iran, was a reflection of politics in urban markets and an inseparable link between
the benevolent intentions of individuals and the general needs of society. This aspect of urban
markets has not been studied based on endowment documents and solid historical evidence and
data so far. In the present study, which was conducted to explain the interconnection of politics
and religion in the Shah's Caravanserai (the current Republic Palace) from the middle period of
the Qajar rule onwards, an attempt has been made to examine the relationship between politics and
the market through the endowment mechanism using a descriptive-analytical approach and
documentary data. The findings of the study show that the Qajar dynasty played an important role
in the development of the endowment tradition and, consequently, the physical development of the
markets. By endowment of commercial premises, they helped to meet the various needs of the
society by continuing the function of the endowments and implementing the endowment
intentions. The actions of the endowment officials in the Qajar period are a reflection of the ruling
political structure and the role of religious status in the economic mechanisms of the market, and
indicate the continuity and continuity of politics, religion, and economy.
Keywords: : Qajar, endowment documents, Ali Khan Zal-ul-Satan, Tehran Grand Bazaar, Shah's
Caravanserai.
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