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Abstract

The Qotb-Abad quarter, located within the historic urban fabric of Kerman, is one of the oldest
residential areas, dating back over five centuries. An analysis of historical and documentary
sources reveals that, from the Safavid to the Qajar period, this quarter served not only as a hub for
religious and educational activities but also as a locus for the formation and sustenance of
Kerman’s social, economic, and political relations. This paper aims to reassess and analyze the
significance of the Qotb-Abad neighborhood mosque as a cultural and religious center, while
delineating the role of its endowments in the local economy. By considering its associated
structures and their significance, the present research offers new findings regarding the mosque,
its extant inscriptions, and the evolution of its nomenclature and architecture, thereby facilitating
a comprehensive understanding of the Qotb-Abad quarter’s socio-cultural, economic, and political
environment. This study employs a historical methodology with a descriptive-analytical approach.
Data collection was conducted through library research, supplemented by field studies of the
mosque’s architecture and inscriptions. Ultimately, it appears that the historic Qotb-Abad quarter,
situated adjacent to the Governor’s Citadel (Arg-e Hokumati) and located between commercial
hubs and the transit routes of political elites, functioned as one of Kerman’s most vibrant urban
cores over the past three centuries. At the heart of this district, the Qotb-e Owliya Mosque—
supported by a Safavid endowment deed and positioned near the Madrasa and its associated
bazaar—played a dual cultural and economic role, becoming the focal point of Qotb-Abad’s social
identity.
Keywords: : Kerman (Iran); Qotb-Abad Quarter; Qotb-e Owliya Mosque; Safavid and Qajar Waqf
(Endowment) Deeds; Endowment Inscriptions.
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