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Abstract

Although considerable research has been conducted on the history of education in Iran, the
education and upbringing of the crown prince remains an understudied subject in the history of
modern Iran. This study seeks to answer two questions: First, what picture of the educational
requirements of the crown prince during Iran’s modern, Pahlavi-era history is presented in
previously unpublished documents? Second, how is Reza Shah represented in these documents in
his dual roles as father and monarch?

The central hypothesis of this study is that, contrary to the prevailing perception, the education of
the crown prince during the Pahlavi period, building upon the educational transformations that had
taken place in Iranian society during the Qajar period and developing alongside the education of
the children of the elite and aristocracy, combined Iranian and European elements. It drew as much
upon Iranian educational traditions as it kept pace with contemporary developments in education
around the world. Furthermore, the documents offer a different representation of Reza Shah from
the one found in the dominant historical narrative. Rather than portraying him as an authoritarian
and harsh figure, they reveal the image of a concerned and anxious father deeply preoccupied with
his son’s future. Although he was the monarch who implemented programs of modernization
throughout the country, he simultaneously remained committed to his traditional paternal role.
This study draws upon 197 pages of documents covering the period from March 17, 1933, to April
9, 1936, concerning Crown Prince Mohammad Reza’s education in Switzerland. The article
employs a historical research methodology with a critical documentary analysis approach.
Keywords: Mohammad Reza Pahlavi; Reza Shah Pahlavi; Crown Prince’s Education; Moadabb
al-Dawla Nafisi; Switzerland
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