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Abstract

Bandar Shahpur (present-day Bandar Imam Khomeini) became one of Iran’s most important
maritime trade and export hubs during the Pahlavi era due to its strategic location in the
northwestern Persian Gulf and its connection to the Trans-Iranian Railway. Despite the port’s
significance, the role of Pahlavi government policies in developing its infrastructure and their
impact on export growth has not yet been examined independently and systematically on the basis
of archival evidence. Accordingly, this study aims to investigate the role of the Pahlavi government
in the development of Bandar Shahpur’s infrastructure and to assess its contribution to the
expansion of exports between 1925 and 1979. This research adopts a historical, descriptive—
analytical approach. The data are drawn from archival documents, customs reports, export
statistics, reports of the Ports and Shipping Organization, Pahlavi-era newspapers, and other library
sources, all of which have been systematically analyzed. The findings indicate that government
investment in the construction and expansion of wharves, warehouses, railway terminals, port
facilities, and related industries, together with the utilization of the natural advantages of Khor
Musa, significantly enhanced the port’s operational capacity, expanded exports, and strengthened
its position in Iran’s foreign trade. The archival evidence further demonstrates that the
development of Bandar Shahpur was not merely the result of its favorable geographical location,
but rather the outcome of the integration of the government's development policies with targeted
investment in maritime transport infrastructure. Consequently, this study provides a document-
based assessment of the Pahlavi government's role in the development of Bandar Shahpur and
highlights its significance in the evolution of Iran’s economy and foreign trade.

Keywords: Bandar Shahpur, Pahlavi Government, Port Infrastructure, Exports, Imports, Maritime
Trade.
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¢ United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD). Review of
Maritime Transport 1975. Geneva: UNCTAD, 2019.
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