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Abstract

This article presents a comparative critical discourse analysis of the representation of the Babi
movement (1848-1852) across key Qajar-era historiographical and foreign accounts, alongside
two foundational theological declarations. Integrating Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) with Edward Said’s Orientalism, this study examines how
domestic chronicles (Tarikh-i Naw, Nasikh al-Tawarikh, Haqa'iq al-Akhbar, and Rawdat al-Safa-
vi Nasiri) and Western travelogues and memoirs (Sheil, Serena, Feuvrier, Jackson, and Browne)
discursively construct this religio-political upheaval. Textual analysis of lexical selection,
metaphorical framing, and legitimization strategies reveals divergent ideological paradigms.
Domestic sources, entrenched within a Shi‘i-monarchist episteme, deployed signifiers such as fitna
(sedition), kufr (infidelity), and bid ‘a (heresy) to frame the Babis as an existential threat, thereby
legitimizing state-sanctioned suppression. In contrast, Western narratives—spanning from
colonial condescension to intellectual sympathy—remained largely circumscribed by Orientalist
tropes, transposing Eurocentric categories (e.g., socialism, romanticized reformism) onto an
indigenous phenomenon. By triangulating these polarized discourses, the findings demonstrate
that each textual corpus selectively foregrounds and elides aspects of historical reality according
to its author’s socio-political positionality. Consequently, an objective historiographical
reconstruction of the Babi upheaval necessitates a critical, cross-textual synthesis that decodes the
socio-historical conditions of text production. This study elucidates the discursive contestations
over power, orthodoxy, and otherness at the threshold of Iran’s transition into modernity.
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