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Abstract

Throughout history, particularly during the Pahlavi period, Bushehr occupied a significant
position in Iran’s political and economic relations at both regional and transregional levels. Its
distinctive geographical location along the Persian Gulf coast transformed the port of Bushehr into
one of the main centers of maritime trade and customs activities in Iran. The existence of customs
facilities and the expansion of commercial exchanges during the Pahlavi era attracted diverse social
groups to Bushehr, engaging them in both major and minor occupations. Alongside wealthy
merchants and major traders, various groups of marginal productive forces—such as port laborers,
dockworkers, carriers, errand workers, and small-scale intermediaries—played an important role in
facilitating and accelerating commercial activities, despite their limited income. This study examines
the impact of the economic activities of marginal productive forces on the social conditions of
Bushehr during the Pahlavi period. The main research question addresses how the economic
activities of these groups influenced the social structure and transformations of Bushehr in this era.
The study hypothesizes that, although the activities of marginal productive forces were small-scale
in nature and generated limited income, they nonetheless had a significant impact on social
dynamics, urban livelihoods, and economic relations in Bushehr during the Pahlavi period. The
research methodology is based on oral history, analysis of historical data, and the examination of
unpublished archival documents.
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