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Abstract:

Suicide is a phenomenon that has existed since ancient times within various societies. Among
certain groups, it has been regarded as a religious tradition and, in some cases, as an accepted and
widespread practice, such as among Native Americans. In contrast, within Christian and Muslim
religious societies, suicide has been condemned and considered a grave sin. Durkheim’s theory of
suicide constitutes one of the most prominent sociological theories addressing this phenomenon. He
regards suicide as a social phenomenon and explains and interprets different types of suicide in
relation to the specific conditions of each society. The main question of this study is how this
phenomenon has evolved across three historical periods from both quantitative and qualitative
perspectives. The objective of the study is to identify changes in this phenomenon, and its
significance lies in the prevention and control of suicide in society based on a historical examination
of its trends. Access to comprehensive and transparent sources on this form of social harm across
the three historical periods of Iran has been difficult, given the traditional and customary norms
associated with this issue. Nevertheless, this research has been conducted using accessible and
reliable documentary data, as well as authoritative classical and contemporary sources related to all
three periods. Adopting a descriptive—analytical approach and employing a historical-comparative
method, this study seeks to describe and clarify this phenomenon in the aforementioned historical
periods. From the perspective of Iran’s social history, and through its use of documentary sources,
this research represents a novel and noteworthy scholarly contribution.

Keywords: Female suicide, Qajar era, Pahlavi era, Durkheim’s suicide theory.
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