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Abstract

Wagf (endowment) is one of the most significant components of the Islamic Iranian urban structure,
playing a crucial role in shaping and organizing public spaces and, consequently, in the development
of cities such as Isfahan, Shiraz, and Tehran. Despite numerous studies on waqf, the available
information in this field remains insufficient and fragmentary. The present research, conducted to
examine the impact of endowment patterns on the formation of Tehran, seeks to answer the question
of for what kinds of purposes most Tehran endowments were established and why. Employing a
documentary and library-based research method and drawing upon historical documents and
archival sources, this study provides a statistical classification of Qajar-period endowments in
Tehran according to their types of expenditure. In doing so, it elucidates the scope of wagf spending
and clarifies the relationship between Tehran’s urban development and the needs of Qajar society.
Findings indicate that during the Qajar period, religious expenditures accounted for the largest share
of endowed revenues -approximately fifty-five to sixty-six percent of the wagf deeds- followed by
charitable and educational purposes, which ranked second and third, respectively.
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